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What is the 16-19 Bursary Fund?
The 16-19 Bursary Fund is a government-funded scheme intended to help and support those
young people who face financial barriers to continuing their education or training after the age of
16.
The bursary is intended to enable a learner to continue in education and should not be viewed as
an incentive to attract young people into learning or to a particular institution. Bursary awards will
be used towards essential course-related expenses and other costs associated with living and
learning. Individual schools and colleges are free to establish their assessment criteria within
broad guidelines set out by the government. Schools and colleges receive a fixed sum of money
each year to allocate to students, which can mean that the amount of financial support an
individual student receives may vary from year to year depending on the number of qualifying
applications that are received.
As mentioned above, the 16-19 Bursary Fund is intended to assist students in meeting the costs
associated with attending the sixth form and cannot be used to fund general living expenses. You
may request assistance with any of the following:
● Personal protective equipment (PPE), where required and not supplied by the provider.
● Transport costs between home and sixth form.
● Meals in the school cafeteria – to the value of a free school meal (if eligible for free school
meals, then no additional funding is necessary).
● The cost of stationery, printing, books, or other materials.
● The cost of visits, field trips etc. which form an essential part of your course (subject to
funds available).
● DBS checks necessary for those completing some work placements.
● The costs for a student to travel to university open day visits or interviews for other
destinations.
We may be able to aid other costs related to your studies that are not included in the list above.

Do I qualify for a bursary?
To be eligible to receive a bursary, students must be under the age of 19 on 31 August 2021
in the academic year in which they start their programme of study. In cases where a student
turns 19 during their programme of study, they can continue to be supported until the end of
the academic year in which they turn 19, or to the end of the programme of study, whichever
is sooner. In general, bursaries will be paid only to students who have reached the statutory
school leaving age.
Both elements of the bursary (vulnerable bursary and discretionary bursary) will be targeted
towards learners facing financial barriers to participation in post-16 studies, with priority
given to those learners from families with the lowest household income.
Bursary fund payments will be subject to appropriate attendance and behavior and may not

be paid to students if their behaviour is in breach of our code of conduct.

Vulnerable
Bursary

Discretionary Bursary

Category A

Category B

Category C

£1200 guaranteed bursary to
vulnerable learners in the
following groups:

Students whose annual
household income is
below £16190

Student whose annual
household income is above
£16190 but are facing
significant financial barriers

● In care
● A care leaver
● Receiving income support,
or universal credit because
they are financially
supporting themselves and
someone who is
dependent on them, e.g. a
child or partner
● Receiving disability living
allowance or personal
independent payments as
well as employment and
support allowance or
universal credit.
Bursary provided: based on a
financial needs assessment

Distribution of this element of
the funding is at the discretion
of Wickersley School & Sports
College and will be targeted
towards young people facing
the greatest financial barriers
to participation.

Bursary provided: based on an assessment of circumstances
and financial need

How do I apply for a bursary?
You can apply at any time from June 2021 for the academic year 2021/22 and we encourage early
applications, applications can be submitted throughout the academic year. You do not have to
have enrolled at college before you can apply. The earlier you apply the sooner you will know how
much support we can provide, and the earlier you will receive your first payment if your application
is successful.
You should complete the online application for the 16-19 Bursary Fund by scanning the QR code
below. Please speak to a member of the sixth form team for more details. For all categories of
bursary, a financial assessment form is required, this forms part of the online application.
Where a learner considers that they are a category A learner (i.e., vulnerable group bursary),
appropriate evidence must be supplied. Please contact Sixth Fom on 01709 542147 or
[sixthform@wickersley.net] for further details.
For learners applying for a bursary under categories B and C (i.e., discretionary bursary), an
online application for the 16-19 Bursary Fund must be completed stating the nature of financial
assistance needed. The application process for all discretionary elements will assess financial
status initially. If the student meets the financial criteria, then their specific support request will be
considered.

How much will I receive?
Under the current rules of the scheme, students who qualify for the vulnerable bursary (category
A) may receive a bursary of up to £1200 per year based on financial needs assessment and the
amount of support required to participate at the sixth form. There is a possibility the bursary may
be limited or assessed as not required.
Amounts paid to students who qualify for the discretionary bursary (category B and C) can vary
from year to year depending; on the amount of funding Wickersley School & Sports College
receives, the number of applicants and their individual needs. We aim to try and allocate the funds
fairly, linked to individual needs.

When and how will I receive my bursary payment?
Soon after you have submitted your application, we will email you to confirm whether you qualify
for financial support.

What if my application is turned down?
Should students disagree with the outcome of either their application for a bursary award or,
where a payment has been withheld due to attendance/behaviour, then they may appeal to
the Head of Sixth Form. An appeal must be submitted in writing (or email) to the Head of Sixth
Form. The appeal must outline the reasons why the student believes that they are eligible for
a bursary award.

Data storage and disposal
Under the Data Protection Act (1998), personal information collected through the bursary financial
assessment and the bursary application forms will be used solely to determine eligibility for the
16-19 Bursary Fund. This data will be destroyed in agreement with Wickersley School & Sports
College Data Protection Policy.

Contingency
A small amount of funding will be retained for use as a contingency fund to support eligible
learners who may experience unexpected financial hardship in unforeseen circumstances.

Policy Review
This policy will be reviewed annually in the summer term and amended accordingly taking account
of any advice and guidance from the Education and Skills Funding Agency (ESFA)

Where can I find the application form?
Scan this QR with a smartphone to complete the application form, if you require a paper copy of
the application form, please contact sixth form directly.

